


Readmap for the Future (Cont.)

Libraries participate in ongoing development

As libraries find each stage in this evolutionary process
useful and beneficial, they also contribute to the cycle of
feedback and response that is essential to the development
of operational systems. This means that librarians are con-
tinuously involved in the process by which the enlargement
of function occurs: they are providing input based on actual
library use. As more libraries use their LIBS 100 Systems,
they increase the range of feedback and help guide the
process of enhancement based upon actual working
requirements. Thus LIBS 100 libraries derive current
benefits of the System to control costs and enhance material
availability information while they are simultaneously con-
tributing to the technology for the future enhancement of
library service. This evolutionary approach is a technically
and economically feasible plan for libraries, and it is con-
tinually responsive to their needs.

Automation of internal operations

More than 250 public, academic, and special libraries in
the United States and Canada have become partners in this
evolutionary process of ongoing development. These
libraries use the LIBS 100 System as a tool to solve the
problems of controlling costs and making resources
available. Automation of internal operations with the LIBS
100 System enables the library to:

® reduce costs through displacement of manual ac-

tivities involved in maintaining and updating paper
files;

® improve access to library materials, both within a

library system and among several cooperating library
systems;

®  obtain management information on the demand for

materials to assist in allocating the acquisitions
budget;

® facilitate interlibrary resource sharing.

LIBS 100 users participate in regional and national users’ groups which
provide valuable input, based on actual library use, for CLSI’s future
development of the System.

Transition to public access

As a by-product of the automation of the internal
operations, such as circulation control, the LIBS 100 library
creates a machine-readable file of title, item, location, and
status information. In the program for automation with the
LIBS 100 System, the library can build on this resource by
using the System to displace the expensive, cumbersome,
and usually out-of-date card, book, or film catalog. The
records created in the course of automating internal
operations can, through the use of touch screen electronics,
be used to enable patrons to search the library’s machine-
readable files.

More than 250 public, academic, and special libraries in the United States
and Canada have already gained a headstart toward the future by
automating circulation control functions with the LIBS 100.

Public access catalog

The resulting “public access catalog” is much more than a
replacement for the conventional catalog:

® because it contains not only the bibliographic descrip-
tion for an item but also holding, location, and
current status information — this reduces the amount
of searching and frustration experienced by patrons
in trying to locate an item;

® because the catalog is updated constantly as a by-
product of other library operations, and is therefore
always current;

® because the LIBS 100 Browsing Terminal, utilizing
the technology of the touch-sensitive display screen,
eliminates the need for patrons to learn complex
searching techniques;

® because the inherent flexibility of data in machine-
readable form frees the library from dependence on
outmoded headings and facilitates relocation of
materials among collections; i.e. entries and
locations can be changed easily without pulling cards,
retyping, and refiling;

® because it provides up-to-date information
simultaneously at any terminal, allowing the library
to make access to the collection economically
available wherever the patrons’ demand for
bibliographic and book availability information
orginates.
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